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A Closer Look
San Diego

Technical Library offers order in a world of information overload
By Kim Gregory
Special to the Cubic Circuit

In an information-driven 
world, it can be a jungle out 
there, what with the Internet, 
television, radio and newspa-
pers providing the world with 
more information than any 
other time in history.  Sifting 
through it all can be a recipe 
for data overload, especially 
when deadlines are looming 
and you desperately need the 
answer to the burning ques-
tion that can make or break a 
research project, report, busi-
ness forecast or other task. 

But there’s help.  Sleuthing 
through databases of public 
and classified information and 
drilling deep into the stores of 
data that are available on the 
Internet are what bring Tech-
nical Library manager Kathy 
Cook many of her “a-ha!” 
moments.  Like a detective on 
the prowl for clues, she revels 
in the satisfaction that comes 
from finding answers for her 
Cubic employee customers.  
And it’s all in a day’s work at 
the Cubic Technical Library.

A sanctuary of quiet 
nestled among the stacks and 
reference shelves of this unas-
suming office space, the Tech-
nical Library is a bastion of corporate tradition that is unique among 
large companies today, says Cook, who has worked in the library since 
joining Cubic 22 years ago.  

Located on the main hallway of Building 10 near the intersection 
of the Reprographics Department and Office Services, the library 
emits a quiet energy of technical mysticism, almost as if it’s channeling 
engineering spirits of days gone by.  Archives of physics, chemistry, 
electrical engineering and other scientific and technical collections are 
reminders of the corporation’s origins.

In Cook’s career, she’s seen a technology revolution as data retrieval 
and storage has evolved from paper to computer, and she has always 
made it her goal to stay on the leading edge of library science.  After 
receiving her undergraduate degree in psychology, she went on to 
earn a Master’s degree in Library Science, both from the University of 
Rhode Island, and she attends the annual conferences of the Special 
Libraries Association, an international organization for information 
professionals and special librarians in corporations, business, science, 
government and academic institutions.  

The Technical Library offers a collection of books, magazines, 
reports, and subscriptions covering the fields of engineering, computer 
science, military science, market research, and other highly specialized 
subjects. 

For the employees who regularly utilize the library’s services, they  

regard Cook’s expertise as an invaluable resource whether it be monitoring 
industry trends or finding answers to technical issues vital to their work.  

“Kathy has been an invaluable source of materials for all of my 
research and development projects over the years,” said Dr. Joe Rav-
enis, corporate vice president, Advanced Technology.  “Without her, 
exhausting days would be spent in the Google and Yahoo jungle.  It’s a 
pleasure to use the library as a great place to read and find a little solace 
during the day.”

Senior research scientist Dr. Kesh Bakhru concurs.  “Kathy 
provides a unique and valuable help to me in literature search and ac-
quisition of documents that are necessary for my everyday research and 
development work in the Advanced Technology group.  Her support 
makes my work easier and more enjoyable.”

Cook maintains a library catalog which employees can access 
through the online search tool “Genie” which is accessible from em-
ployees’ computers.  Stop by the library and Cook will be happy to give 
you a hands-on tour.  

Whether you want to thumb through the latest aerospace journals, 
transportation yearbooks, or other reference sources, the Technical 
Library and its steadfast manager are at your service.

Asked about his experience, Sean Dyer, senior manager, Product 
Verification, summed it up nicely by saying, “Kathy generally brings 
order where chaos would otherwise reside.” 

Kathy Cook, Technical Library manager, enjoys hunting down the obscure information that employees need to complete projects.




